superiority of ketamine plus local anesthesia versus alfentanil for pain relief and for ambulation.
Use of Supplemental Oxygen during Surgery Is Not Risk Free
To the Editor:-In the recent article by Grief et al., 1 the authors state that the use of extra oxygen during and after surgery to ease anesthesiainduced nausea is "essentially risk-free." We take exception to that statement; the use of extra oxygen during surgery is not risk free.
When extra oxygen is used during surgery, the risk of surgical fire increases. This finding is often overlooked, to the dismay of the surgical team and the injury or death of the patient. We have investigated and consulted about scores of airway fires, head and neck surgery fires, and fires during general anesthesia in which an oxygen-enriched atmosphere directly contributed to the fire. We urge anesthesiologists to use extra oxygen during surgery cautiously and only with the understanding of the entire operating team that, with the extra oxygen, there is an increased risk of surgical fire.
Please refer to the attached short reference section for further details regarding surgical fires and the hazards of oxygen-enriched atmospheres. [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] There are many more published articles about surgical fires than the few listed herein; however, these citations are among the most noteworthy of the published information about surgical fires, and they provide much of the background and detail about the prevention of surgical fires.
